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The promotion and protection of children's rights is a fundamental responsibility of education systems 

worldwide. Teachers play a crucial role in shaping students' understanding of their rights and 

responsibilities, fostering a culture of respect, equality, and active citizenship from an early age. 

Therefore, it is essential that future educators are adequately trained to integrate children's rights into 

their teaching practice. Providing future teachers with knowledge, tools, and confidence to address 

them is not only a matter of readiness and competence, but also of social justice and democratic 

engagement. Having into account the above this qualitative study examines the readiness of fourth-

year Greek university students -future primary teachers- to teach children's rights. Findings reveal 

that the majority of participants do not feel adequately prepared to teach children's rights. They cite 

a lack of training and insufficient focus on the subject within their university curriculum as key 

barriers. Despite this, university students suggested thoughtful and pedagogically sound teaching 

techniques and methods for integrating children's rights into classroom practice. The results highlight 

a significant gap in teacher university curriculum, while also underlining the potential of student-

teachers to engage creatively with rights-based education when given the appropriate tools and 

support. All in all, the study put emphasis on the importance of embedding Children's Rights 

Education within initial teacher education and advocates for its inclusion as a mandatory subject in 

university teacher curriculum. 
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